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EATON DESCRIBES AN OPERA HOUSE
COMEDY IN SECOND NEW YORK LETTER

Leo Ditrichstein and the Hattons Satirize- Operatic

Amours in “The Great Lover,” a Play of
Sentiment, Satire and Charm
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Ditrichstein himself. The produc-
wns an instuntaneous hit and will
to be In New York for the rest of
the winter

Three factors contribute 2o the chances
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of success for n play with this theme. | any more than the play Is a great play. |

Pirst, the stars of the music world, espe-
cially of opera, seem always to live a
life npart, and with them we ur
sclously always associate the glar
t auditoriums alive with
7 the throb of o trRa,

On-
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the tragedy of the
middle-nged artist, the failing of voice,
the vanishing of charm, is a tragedy

hich appeals peculiarly to the interest
and the compassion of laymen, especial-
Iy of the gentler sex. It is a tragedy for
any woman to find the wrinkles round
her eyes, und she knowa how Kkeéen a
tragedy it must be for the beautiful
getress to realize some morning that she
14 no lotnger beautiful, that her day i
over. FPerhaps there are more of ua
mitles than admit it who know the pangs
of sorrow at our failure any longer to
gttract the female smile, and we can
understand the tragedy of Don Glovannd
—we whot In our secret hearts huave al-
wavs envied him.

Third, a play about ths opera, with
the scene lald in New York, with the set
reproducing exactly the direetor's room In
the Metropolitan Opera Houne, with the
leading character called Paurel (one let-
ter changed would make It Maurel, who
was the greatest impersonator of the
Lon in his generation), and with much
of the acting dupllcating what we have
read aboul the rows belween singers and
the trials and iribulations of directora
with these temperamental children—such
A pliy is sure to attract curlosity in New
York. It seemns. somehow, peculiarly oor
own., HRomantic though It is, it answers
our need for a play about curselves

50 "The Great Lover," granted a good
cast, a good director and a bit of skill
in the wrnting was about a8 sure fire as
an¥thing can be in the theatre. It got
the zood cast, it got one of our best atage
dirvctors in San Forret, general stage dl-
rector fur CUghan and Harris, and It ia
written with skill and briskness The re-
sult is & packed house at every perfor-
mance.

The first act Ia the Uvellest, and s
largely given over to a picture of the
troeubles of the manager of the opera
houke ingers to right of him, =ingers
to lelt of um, conductors behind him and
in frm.t of him volley and splutter. The
wr portion of the drama oocurs in
econd act, In Paurel’s dressing room,
s of "Ion Glovannl®” Paurel
with Fthel Warren, young
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4 =foprano in the company.
She, in turn, is really m love with Carlo
Souino, 4 young American-born baritone,
understudy 1o the great Paurel But
Sonino is jealous of her, and in a it of
plque she savs she will marry Paurel

IHowever, Sabittinl, Itallan soprano, old
flame of Faurel, s to be reckoned with.
In the excitement of the gcene phe canaes,
Paurel shouts and storms—and suddenly
his volce leaves hime At the end of the
act he stunds sobbing by the door while
his youthful rival i3 heard out on the
stag nging gloriovsly the music of the
world's most glorious opera,

In the last act Paurel learns that he
will never sing again. He also realizes
that Miaz Warren does not really love
bim, and ha makes the one sacrifice he
has ever made in his pampered life and
gives her up. Then he is left alone
with his old servant and his love letters—
3 years of love letters catalogued by
senzons. The old servant gets them oul
They are his version of Leoporello’s llat!
Yet the telephone rings at the end, and
it 1s a woman He |s making a date
with her as the curtain falls Thus
should Don Glovann! pasa out—game to
the finish.

Mr. Ditrichstein's performance of
Paurel ia superficially a vivid characteri-
zation touched with whimsical excen-
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tricity, full af childlike vanities, delicate-
Iy Latin in its sunvity and Latin, too,
in its gusts of temper. It I3 superricia
s> vivid, + hat perhapa
ple will not reall that it

itine romantic charm,

Licking in ho

note of the y—-pathos, ‘Thnt

wos would be fronic does not alter

nent. When we pause to think

leld would have
. we can see Mre. Ditrichstein's
Umitations. We may well pause, too, to
reflect hew Manstield would have looked

in his costume of the Don—dressed prob-

ably more ns Renaud dressed him than
in the conventional doublet and hose—
Mansfield with a magnificent

swasmer, with a atyle e from o wint
of the finicky, w gestures that were

not cramped, but meemed to sweep with
the sweep of the orchestral rh n. It
Is a lmitation of Mr. Ditrich that

he cannot be truly romantic nor pathetie,

and that hs cannot quite measure up to
the grand styls of an operatic hero
Since his performance, which la, l."u!-‘-nl

Is now being halled as a

supremely great one, it s wise to make
these resorvations in the [nterest of
| truth. It iz not a great performance

It Ia the kind of & performuance our stage
ought to be nble !u ihow half a dozen
times a season—but, alas, in recent years
doesn't fumish more than In every two
or three

In such

segsana,

a pliy as this, where so many
it forelgn and
splutter in flerman, French and Iltalian,
naturally the cast has been chosen for
thelr fitness thus to splatter. Where all
the Italians rame from we do not Rnaw,
but they sedm to be quite as actors
zs anybody cnurd wigh for. Miss Beverley
Sitgreaves, one of the best players our
native stase boasts, takes the part of
the Italian prima doona, however, and
gives a vivid and delightfully tempera-

LOUIS MANN ON
THE ART OF ACTING

Acting dependa upon the player's sense
af time lo geiniog pointa

Some ncting s static—getling effects
by silence and radiation.

Some acting s dynamic—esen wsing
vorciferous altack,

A grest character aclor can be both |
static and dymamle In & single lostance,
passing from the one to the olher, even
as he pusses from homor o pathaod.

To mingle smiles and tewrs—that is the
supreme aschievement,

YES

, IT'S PART OF THE MAKING OF MOVIES

it

Strange as may seem, there is n factory-end to Lubin's. It is
where the Philadelphia company makes its own cameras.

The play Iz prefaced by the Immortsl
overturae to “Don Giovannl"” to which
nobody paya the alishiest utlenlion.
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SEATS NOW ON SALE AT THE LYRIC AND ADELPHI FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE,

NEW YEAR'S MAT. AND RIGHT

|
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AMERICA'S FOREMOST CHARACTER
ACTUR HAS CAPFTURED FHILA-
DEli{"!!L\.

A NEW YEAR'S
DELIGHT
NOW $1.00 MATINEE WEDNRESDAT.

AT THE LYRIC mrulunmu‘m MATINEE TODAY.

No Finer Xmas Treat

For Yourself and Family

2%; HOURS OF HAPPY,
JOYOUS LAUGHTER

MATINEE TODAY

T
MARKET 8 JUNIPER STS.
CONTINSTOLS 11 A M. TO 11 F. M.
PRICES 10¢, 15¢, 25¢
In the Mmirt of the Shopping [hstriet

MAKE XMAS SHOPPING
A DELIGHT

BEE THIS STUPENDOLUS BILE

o | RN

Pretiy  Lassles, A Popular Sing-
Scemle Effecta, | Ing Aggregation,
Catehy Muoasic and Appearing [T -
Gorgrous Costumen Preteutious Scenle
Are o Few of Ita | Production, En-
Amsets That Help | tithed “A NIGHT

Win Suecess, IN NAPLES™

SEE “’I'HE RED CIRCLE"

i} WONDERFUL SERIAL

THEATRE

3 Market below G0{h Strevt
MATINKEE DAILY, 2:30 ALL SEATS, 10

F\'I'Nlh 5 T & 9: l0e, 13¢, 200

AMUSEMENT €. Presents
lllﬂl\ BURLY MUSICAL l!l"l..\‘ﬂ-l

‘COLLEGE-DAYS’

25 SINGERS—DANCERS 25
INCLUDING
Al Watsan Buort Lahe
fhaw Trio (lalre Walson
Dave Wolman

OTHER FEATUKE ACTA

—

—Milten, Areopagitios.

Toareans ¢ “THE RED CIRCLE™

NEXT WEEK
Positively the
LAST WEEK

of the Greatest Comedy Suceess
Philadelphia Has Ever Known.

BEGINNING EVENING DECEMBER 27

SEAT SALE OPENS NEXT THURSDAY MORNING
A PATRIOTIC AMERICAN COMEDY

“THE LAND OF THE FREE”

By Edward locke, Author of “The Climaz.,” “The Case of Becky™ and “The Bubble™
EVEEY TEUE AMEEICAN, WHEREYER BORN, SHOULD SKE IT

E R T?EA':I}P
AMD\[: ¥ u\lﬂgrRAN mj‘

Opening Stock Season
Christmas Day With

(ieorge Arvine

ND HIS OWN COMPANY Present

“HELP
WANTED"

3 WEEEKS IN FHILADELPHIA: ¢ MONTHS IN
NEW YORK; 6§ MONTHS IN CHICAGO

SUBSCRIPTION LIST NOW OFEN
PRICES

MATINEFE, 19 § 0=, EVENING.10e 200 30e & S

MRE GEORGE ARVINE




